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things, and he’s got an awful lot of able leaders
there among the priests and the nuns who can,
I think, make a real difference. I’ve been in
a lot of their schools, their community organiza-
tions. And there’s also a very large evangelical
community there and other religious groups. So
I’m glad you’re involving them; they can make
a huge difference.

If there’s anything else we need to know back
here, let us know. But we’ll be able to give
you a report back about what we think the sup-
plemental will look like probably before the end
of the day. And then we’ll just have to keep
working together closely over the next few days

as the situation unfolds. And if you know
more—because it will take a few days for Con-
gress to act on this, obviously, so we’ll have
some time. But I hope we can nail down the
broad outlines this afternoon.

Thank you very much, and give my regards
to the mayor and everybody else out there.

Secretary Cisneros. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Roger Cardinal Mahony, Arch-
bishop of Los Angeles.

Exchange With Reporters
January 24, 1994

Secretary of Defense Nominee

Q. Mr. President, how close are you to nam-
ing a Defense Secretary?

The President. I think we’ll have an announce-
ment today, just in a few hours.

Q. Is Bill Perry your choice, Mr. President?
The President. We’ll have an announcement.

You can wait and see.
Q. Why do you think it took so long, and

what do you account for what seemed to be
a reluctance by a number of people to take
on the job?

The President. Well, I don’t think it has taken
that long. I mean, it’s been, what, a week—
less than a week since Mr. Inman said he didn’t
want the job.

Q. And at least two people who reportedly
have said they weren’t interested in the job,
and Mr. Perry——

The President. But the stories are basically
inaccurate. The only accurate story is the one
that I have confirmed, which is that I talked
to Senator Nunn during the transition before
I became President, based on the fact that he
was not only the head of the Senate Armed
Services Committee but a longtime personal
friend of mine and someone I sought advice
from on these matters. And he told me then
that he was not interested in being Secretary
of Defense. And the only thing I did was to
call him back and make sure he had the same
position then that he had now.

The job was absolutely not offered to anyone
else, absolutely, categorically not offered to any-
one else. And it wasn’t really offered to him.
I just said, ‘‘Are you still in the same position
you were in before?’’ And he said, ‘‘That’s
right.’’ He said, ‘‘I’m doing what I think I should
be doing.’’ But he knows, I think—I don’t want
to overstate it. I think Sam Nunn always knew
that if he were ever interested in that job, that
I was very open to that. But—so the decision—
then, after that, after it was clear that he was
in the same position he was always in, I went
about trying to pick a successor. I’ve done it,
and I expect to have an announcement.

Q. Do you think you can twist someone’s
arm to take it?

The President. No.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, there have been new calls

for air strikes in Bosnia. You talked about that
a lot over this past trip to Europe. Can you
give us any update? And what about what you
said was your resolve to do something about
this?

The President. Well, what I said was that
NATO should not reaffirm its position unless
the circumstances that they set out for bombing,
if those circumstances occurred they’d be willing
to go forward. Now, I presume you’re referring
to what was said in the European Parliament
yesterday.
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Q. And also the President of Bosnia calling
for air strikes, too.

The President. Well, the President of Bosnia,
yes—but what the NATO leaders, what the oth-
ers voted for was to leave on the table the
proviso that bombing could be done in order
to relieve Sarajevo if that were appropriate or
to further the U.N. mission by opening the air-
strip at Tuzla or, if necessary, to facilitate the
transfer of troops from Canadian to Dutch at
Srebrenica. Now, that is a very rather narrow
NATO mandate.

And what happened was as soon as the meet-
ing was over, it was not clear how strongly or
firmly some of them felt about that. But I think
it’s also clear that the U.N. Secretary General,
who has a say in some of those decisions, but
not all of them, based on what the international
law is now, is still opposed to it. And I don’t
have any information that leads me to believe
that the other NATO allies, that the heads of
state as opposed to people in the European Par-
liament, have changed their mind about whether
there should be any bombing at this time.

That’s all I can tell you.
Q. What about——
The President. Let me say, I believe in gen-

eral what I’ve always believed. There’s not going
to be a settlement in Bosnia until the sides
decide that they have more to gain from signing
a peace agreement than by continuing the fight-
ing. And now the government finally has been
able to get some arms, even through it was,
in my view, unfairly the only side subject to

the arms embargo—they’ve been able to get
some weapons. And they appear to be, the Bos-
nian government, most reluctant to sign a peace
agreement at this time. But if they can work
out something on access to the sea and protec-
tion of Sarajevo and then the Moslem enclaves
to the east, perhaps we can still get an agree-
ment. But there will not be—the killing is a
function of a political fight between three fac-
tions. Until they agree to quit doing it, it’s going
to continue. And I don’t think that the inter-
national community has the capacity to stop peo-
ple within the nation from their civil war until
they decide to do it.

Now, there are things we can do to retard
it, to keep it within bounds, to keep it within
humanitarian limits. And I wouldn’t rule out
any of those options. But there has been no
decision by anybody to enter the war on the
side of one of the combatants, which is what
some would like. But there has been no decision
to do it. They’re going to have to make up
their own mind to quit killing each other, and
the circumstances are, in fact, on the battlefield
are somewhat different than they have been for
the previous 12 months. But I hope that it
means that it’s more likely that there can be
a settlement, and I still have some hope that
that will occur.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:06 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of William Perry To Be Secretary of
Defense and an Exchange With Reporters
January 24, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, and
good afternoon. I want to welcome all of you
here, especially the distinguished Members of
Congress who are here and the members of
Secretary Perry’s family, whom he will introduce
later.

One year ago I selected Dr. Bill Perry to
serve as my Deputy Secretary of Defense.
Today, based on his lifetime of accomplishment
and his solid leadership at the Pentagon, I’m

proud to announce my intention to nominate
him as the next Secretary of Defense.

He has the right skills and management expe-
rience for the job. He has the right vision for
the job. He has served with real distinction as
both Under Secretary and Deputy Secretary of
Defense. For years and throughout his service
this past year he has been at the cutting edge
on defense issues.

Years ago he had a vision of the power of
Stealth technology, technology that helped the
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